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9 Day Northern Highlights
Okonjima Nature Reserve - Etosha National Park - Damaraland - Twyfelfontein – Swakopmund - Spitzkoppe Windhoek
9 Days / 8 Nights
Minimum: 2 pax
Maximum: 18 pax

TOUR OVERVIEW
Start

Accommodation

Destination

Basis

Duration

Day 1

Okonjima Plains Camp

Okonjima Nature

D,B&B

1 Night

Day 2

Namutoni Resort

Etosha East

D,B&B

1 Night

Day 3

Okaukuejo Resort

Etosha South

D,B&B

1 Night

Day 4

Palmwag Lodge

Damaraland

D,B&B

1 Night

Day 5

Twyfelfontein Country Lodge

Twyfelfontein

D,L, B&B

1 Nights

Day 6

Swakopmund Sands Hotel

Swakopmund

B&B

2 Night

Day 8

Spitzkoppen Lodge

Spitzkoppe

D, B&B

1 Nights

Key
HB: Half Board - Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
B&B: Bed and Breakfast
D,B&B: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
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Price
November 2021- June 2022
N$52 380.00 per person sharing
N$18 773.00 single supplement
July 2022- October 2022
N$52 750.00 per person sharing
N$17 151.00 single supplement

Included
1. Pick up from Windhoek accommodation
2. Standard Information package
3. Professional English speaking tour guide
4. Accommodation as per itinerary
5. Meals as per itinerary
6. Activities as per itinerary
7. Drop off at Windhoek accommodation

Excluded
1. Beverages (Alcoholic, soft drinks & bottled water)
2. Other meals not specified
3. Personal Travel insurance
4. Other optional activities
5. Tour guide tips and gratuities
6. Visa’s
7. Flights
8. Items of personal nature

Day 1: Okonjima Plains Camp, Okonjima Nature Reserve

Located in south-western Africa, Namibia boasts a well-developed infrastructure, some of the best tourist facilities in
Africa, and an impressive list of breath-taking natural wonders. Visitors can explore the capital of Windhoek and
discover the lovely coastal town of Swakopmund boasting remnants of the country’s German influence, reflected in
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the architecture, culture, cuisine and the annual Oktoberfest celebrations. To properly appreciate this extraordinary
country, you will have to venture out of the cities to explore the remarkable natural landscapes Namibia has to offer.
These include: the impressive Fish River Canyon; the vast Etosha National Park teeming with abundant wildlife, such
as lions, desert-adapted elephants and the Hartmann's Mountain Zebra; the hauntingly beautiful Kalahari Desert; and
of course the Namib Desert stretching for over 2000 km along the magnificent Atlantic Coast. Namibia is an ideal
destination for travellers seeking an unforgettable African experience in a uniquely beautiful untamed wilderness.

Midway between the spectacular Etosha National Park and the capital city of Windhoek, lies the well-known Okonjima
Nature Reserve. The 22 000 ha nature reserve is home to AfriCAT, a carnivore sanctuary, which gives the captive cats
a second chance to be released back into the wild and become completely independent hunters in a protected area
right in the middle of commercial cattle farmland. Visitors can enjoy a stay at a variety of excellent accommodation
options including everything from luxury villas to secluded camping. Enjoy thrilling cat tracking guided safaris, leopardspotting, off-road night drives and learn about local San culture along the Bushmen trail.

Day Itinerary
Windhoek – Okonjima/Africat
You will be collected between 08:30 & 09:00.
We will travel north, stopping at small towns along the way including Okahandja, where we have time to visit Namibia’s
largest wood carving market. The market is operated on a local co-operative basis and is one of the best places to
shop for truly Namibian souvenirs. Continuing north, passing through farmland, we aim to arrive at Okonjima during
the middle afternoon, giving us time to set up our camp and to relax in the shade for a while before heading out on to
the property to take part in the afternoon’s optional activity.
Okonjima is the home of the Africat Foundation, a specialist conservation concern that centres its operations on the
African Big Cats, particularly cheetah. This afternoon you will be taken on a tour during which you will be able to meet,
close-up-and-personal, some of the cheetah that are going through the Africat rehabilitation programme.
Most of the animals currently living at Okonjima have been rescued from various desperate situations, being orphaned
or caught in a trap, and the aim of the rehabilitation process is to attempt to re-introduce them into the wild. After
our educational tour we will return to our camp and prepare for dinner under the African stars.
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Activity
Okonjima - The AfriCat Foundation
Okonjima Nature Reserve in central Namibia is home to The AfriCat Foundation. It has grown significantly since it was
established as a welfare organisation in the early 1990s and registered as a non-profit organisation in 1993. Today,
AfriCat’s mission is the long-term conservation of some of Namibia’s large carnivores – such as brown hyaena, leopard
and cheetah, all of which can be seen during an environmental education visit to Okonjima.

Overnight: Okonjima Plains Camp
Plains Camp honours the Hanssen’s family cattle-farming heritage with its three-tier accommodation facility of 10
spacious View Rooms, 14 spacious Standard Rooms and six affordable Garden Rooms. It is family-friendly and
wheelchair accessible. The Plains Camp is 700m from the airstrip within the secluded wilderness area of Okonjima
Nature Reserve and has majestic sunset views. Its design honours the Hanssen’s family cattle-farming history with its
three-tier accommodation facility of 10 large View Rooms, 14 spacious Standard Rooms and six affordable Garden
Rooms. It is family-friendly and wheelchair accessible.

Basis
Lunch & Dinner

Day 2: Namutoni Resort, Etosha East
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Located in Northwestern Namibia, Etosha East is a protected sanctuary in the eastern part of the world-renowned
Etosha National Park, known as one of the most accessible game reserves in Southern Africa. Etosha East boasts vast
open plains scattered with semi-arid savannah grasslands dotted with watering holes and secluded bush camps. An
impressive 5000-square-kilometre Etosha salt pan makes up a large area of the eastern side of the park and can even
be seen from space. This remote area teems with abundant wildlife such as lions, elephants, black rhinos and giraffes,
as well as a variety of birdlife featuring flamingos, ostriches, eagles, hornbills, and owls.

Day Itinerary
Okonjima/Africat – Namutoni / East Etosha region
A bright an early start continuing north we pass through some small towns, making short stops for fresh supplies and
fuel. Continuing on to our East Etosha, Namutoni region camp we again aim to arrive in time for lunch, giving us time
to relax before heading into the park during the cool of the late afternoon for our first game drive.

Activities
Etosha Game Drive
Game drive through Etosha National Park searching for predators, plains game, reptiles & birds. Game drives are
conducted in custom built safari vehicles with a pop-up roof and large opening windows to maximize photographic
opportunities. Depending on the time of year, these game drives take many different routes, but most often focus
around the waterholes where you are most likely to see a variety of wildlife taking the chance to get a drink and swim.

Overnight: Namutoni Resort
The lodge centres on an old German Fort overlooking the King Nehale waterhole; an elevated decked walkway
provides excellent opportunities for enjoying the surrounding scenery, wildlife and the spectacular sunsets. The Fort
has been developed into a hub of activity, offering two restaurants, a relaxation lounge, a bar, crafts boutique, curio
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shop, jewellers and bookstore. Accommodation is provided in comfortable double rooms or bush chalets. Camping is
also available.

Basis
Bed & Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 3: Okaukuejo Resort, Etosha South

Located just south of the boundary of Etosha National Park in northwestern Namibia, Etosha South makes up the
southern region of this wild paradise. The national park can be accessed via the southern entrance at Andersson’s
Gate. Visitors can catch a glimpse of a variety of wildlife including: lion, giraffe, elephant, white and black rhino, and a
multitude of plains game. Popular activities include: game drives, tracking rhinos on foot, guided nature walks, or
watch the sunset over this magnificent landscape.

Day Itinerary
Namutoni- Okaukuejo (BLD)
A full day’s worth of game driving awaits, and we leave early to enjoy the cool morning air, making our way to Halali
camp, situated in the middle of the park for a quick lunch and there is time to visit the waterhole and to make use of
the swimming pool and bar facilities before continuing to Okaukuejo our next stop home away from home.
Along the way we visit several waterholes and are afforded splendid views of the massive Etosha Pan, a shallow
depression that is dry for the greater part of the year, but fed by moisture from perennial springs on the fringes. The
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pan covers about 25 percent of the park. The game viewing is excellent throughout the year and we have the chance
to spot a few new species that are not normally seen on the Okaukuejo side of the park.

Activities
Etosha Pan
Aeons ago, Etosha Pan was the bed of a vast lake; today what remains is a glittering, silvery-green salt pan that
stretches across roughly 5000 square kilometres. Etosha is protected by the Etosha Pan National Park surrounded by
savannah plains and woodlands supporting large herds of elephants. When dry, the pan sustains little life except for
the algae that gives it its distinctive colour, and migratory birds that use it as a pit stop, but with heavy rain it becomes
a shallow lake where flamingos breed, pelicans wade and feed, and a variety of mammal species come to quench their
thirst, including leopards, lions, white rhinos, hunting dogs and antelopes.

Etosha South
Located just south of the boundary of Etosha National Park in northwestern Namibia, Etosha South makes up the
southern region of this wild paradise. Visitors can catch a glimpse of a variety of wildlife including: lion, giraffe,
elephant, white and black rhino, and a multitude of plains game. Popular activities include: game drives, tracking rhinos
on foot, guided nature walks, or watch the sunset over this magnificent landscape.

Overnight: Okaukuejo Resort
Okaukuejo is located 17 km from the southern entrance of the park, and famous for its flood-lit waterhole, where
visitors can observe at close quarters a spectacle of wildlife congregating and interacting. Accommodation is provided
to suit every need, in premier bush chalets overlooking the waterhole; bush chalets and double rooms; or family
chalets. Other facilities include a restaurant, bar, shop, swimming pool, kiosk and camping facilities.
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Basis
Bed & Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 4: Palmwag Lodge, Gondwana Collection Namibia, Damaraland

This vast desert landscape is known as one of the most beautiful regions in Namibia. Huge, untamed and ruggedly
beautiful, Damaraland is an exceptionally scenic landscape featuring open plains, ancient valleys and spectacular rock
formations. The major attractions are the sacred Spitzkoppe, the Brandberg, Twyfelfontein, Vingerklip and the
otherworldly Petrified Forest. Visitors can take in the dramatic vistas, catch a glimpse of the rare desert-adapted
elephant, and enjoy spectacular stargazing in crystal-clear night skies from one of the many safari camps dotting
Damaraland. Other popular activities include: guided drives, nature walks and visiting the local communities. Don’t
miss the opportunity to view the Damaraland's world-famous ancient rock art.

Day Itinerary
Etosha National Park – Damaraland (B, L&D)
On route we visit the Himba Village. This is the only traditionally functioning Himba community outside the far north
Kaokoland region of Namibia. These tribes-people have migrated here, lifestyle and customs intact, and are following
their traditional way-of-life in their village on a farm. We will be invited into Oase Village and will meet with the locals.
Our specialist guide for the time we are there, will be able to translate for us and will introduce us to this “alternative
lifestyle”. Learn about marriage customs, traditional food and the mysteries of the local religion, “Holy Fire”.
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Activities
Otjikandero Himba Orphanage Village
Otjikandero Himba Orphanage Village is located close to the local Kamanjab cattle farm in Himba Village. The village
is inhabited by Himba kids, who are taken care of by volunteer mothers. All the children are raised in the traditional
way, although a few of them have been slightly westernised because of the school they attend. Otjikandero Himba
Orphanage Village is funded by the money received from tours to the village. Funds are used for medical purposes,
food and other basic needs. Tourists will have the opportunity to see the Himba people in their natural environment as
well as observe their culture. Excellent photo opportunities are also available.

Overnight: Palmwag Lodge Gondwana Collection Namibia
Each room is equipped with a twin bed, mosquito net, en-suite bathroom, and air-conditioning for the warmer days.

Basis
Lunch, Dinner, Bed and Breakfast

Day 5: Twyfelfontein Country Lodge, Twyfelfontein
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Set in the Kunene Region of northwestern Namibia, Twylfelfontein is a spectacularly scenic area, featuring one of the
largest and most important concentrations of rock art in Africa. The name ‘Twyfelfontein’ translates to ‘Fountain of
Doubt’, which refers to the perennial spring situated in the impressive Huab valley flanked by the slopes of a sandstone
table mountain. It was this spring that attracted Stone Age hunters over six thousand years ago, and it was during this
time that the extensive group of rock engravings and paintings were produced. Visitors can look forward to basing
themselves at some wonderfully shady campsites along the Aba-Huab riverbed, while exploring over thirty different
sites of these sacred records of ritual practices relating to traditional hunter-gatherer communities.

Day Itinerary
This morning we take part in the half day rhino tracking activity before driving to the Twyfelfontein area.
Damaraland is one of the most beautiful areas that we could pass through and just enjoy the scenery. We aim to arrive
at the lodge around lunch time, after lunch we have the afternoon to relax or indulge in any optional activity.

Activity
Rhino Tracking
Rely on your experienced guide and follow the tracks of the black rhino. An open game drive vehicle brings you to the
location, where the rhino tracking is done on foot.

Overnight: Twyfelfontein Country Lodge
Nestled along the mountainside, the lodge beautifully blends in with its surrounding environment. Using natural stone,
carefully selected paint colours and thatched roofs, its design compliments the sandstone rock formations with
minimum visual impact on this picturesque landscape. Magnificent views from the deck over the Huab Valley, desert
plains and distant mountains provide for hours of relaxed comfort, peace, and tranquillity.
MEERCAT SAFARIS
Katatura, Windhoek
+264 81 329 5790 / 85 662 6014

info@meerkatsafaris.com

VAT # 778169-01-1
REG # CC/2016/01956
NTB # TSO 01180

P a g e | 11

Twyfelfontein is much more than just accommodation; it is a destination.

Basis
Bed & Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 7: Swakopmund Sands Hotel, Swakopmund
Day Itinerary
Damaraland – Swakopmund (B&L)
This morning after breakfast we visit the Twyfelfontein Heritage site before continuing our drive to the coastal town
of Swakopmund.

Activities
Twyfelfontein Rock Art
Twyfelfontein is a World Heritage Site boasting one of the richest rock art concentrations in Africa. Thousands of
tourists come to this site each year to view some 2, 500 Stone Age rock engravings. The area is home to 17 rock art
sites, which collectively encompass 212 engraved stone slabs. There are an additional 13 sites displaying rock paintings.

Organ Pipes
The Organ Pipes are located near Twyfelfontein and a few kilometres to the Burnt Mountain in Damaraland,
Namibia. It is a 100m long feature of unusual dolomite columns these rocks were formed by volcanic activity and
after erosion, the rocks have remained in the form of organ pipes.
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Cape Cross Seal Colony
This colony of Cape Fur Seals is one of the largest in the world, home to approximately 80 000 to 100 000 of these socalled 'seals', which are in fact a species of sea lion. Day trips to the colony are offered and the seals can be viewed
from a walkway at a distance of roughly 200 metres.

Basis
Breakfast & Lunch

Day 8: Swakopmund Sands Hotel, Swakopmund
Day Itinerary
Swakopmund (B) (accommodation)
Today is a free day. The idea is to allow time for everybody to do their own thing. Swakopmund is a very pleasant
seaside town with lots of shops, a good stretch of beach (although the Atlantic here is quite cold) and an open-air curio
market. There is also a very good museum and the Namibian National Marine Aquarium is located in Swakopmund.
Alternatively, there are various optional activities that can be arranged. These include aeroplane and microlight flights
over the desert, scenic drives, fishing trips (both from the beach or in a boat), four-wheel motorcycle (quad bike) trips
into the desert and over the sand dunes around Swakopmund, sand boarding trips (also in the dunes), skydiving,
surfing, birdwatching and many other activities are available.
Your tour guide will discuss all the possible options with you before you reach Swakopmund and will offer to make
bookings in advance of your arrival. (N.B. All extra activities and excursions in Swakopmund are subject to availability
and are made at the clients’ own risk and expense).
Lunch and dinner today is not included in the price of the safari and will be for the client’s own account.

Optional
Catamaran Charters
The Catamaran Charters Team invites you aboard the 45ft Royal Cape Sailing Catamaran Silverwind, or the 60ft Simon
Sailing Catamaran Silversand, or the 40ft Admiral Motorised Catamaran Silvermoon, to enjoy an adventure packed
tour to Pelican Point and Walvis Bay’s beautiful bay area. The chances of encountering dolphins, whales, turtles, seals
and Mola Mola (sunfish) make the search for the marine big 5 and adventurous tour by enjoying sparkling wine, fresh
oysters and other mouth-watering snacks aboard the spacious and comfortable catamarans.
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Levo Dolphin & Seal Tour
This dolphin and seal cruise departs at 08:30 am from the Walvis Bay Tanker Jetty and lasts for approximately four
hours. The trip begins with a tour of the Walvis Bay Harbour and past the fish factories, and then on to Bird Island past
the Russian Trawlers to Pelican Point where guests can view the Cape Fur Seal Colony. A variety of birds such as
pelicans, flamingos, cormorants, and more can be seen en-route. Guests can snack on fresh oysters and champagne
while watching the dolphins play in the tranquil waters. The boat returns to Walvis Bay Tanker Jetty at around 12:30.
No afternoon trips are offered due to possible wind.

Scenic Air Sossusvlei Scenic Sea of Sand Dunes
Scenic Air Sossusvlei Scenic Sea of Sand Dunes is an activity that gives visitors an opportunity to experience the diversity
of the rock desert and the sand dunes of popular tourist destinations in Namibia. The small but spectacular Kuiseb
Canyon is a good first impression for visitors. Scenic Air flies over some of the highest dunes at Sossusvlei, the remains
of old diamond camps, shipwrecks, seal colonies, Sandwich Harbour and back to Swakopmund.
Desert Explorers Living Desert Tour
Desert Explorers Living Desert Tour is a half day tour and an excellent photographic opportunity. The tour concentrates
on exploring the local dune-belt between Walvis Bay and Swakopmund. Guests will explore the Namib Desert and
discover its wealth of fauna and flora. Visitors can expect sightings of sidewinder snakes, white lady spiders, Namaqua
chameleons, dancing lizards and much more.

Day 8: Spitzkoppen Lodge, Spitzkoppe
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Situated in Namibia’s spectacularly scenic Namib Desert, between Usakos and Swakopmund, the Spitzkoppe are a
group of bald granite peaks forming one of Namibia’s most recognizable and dramatic landmarks. These enormous
towering domes provide a paradise for hikers and mountaineers, from beginners interested in guided historic walks
to professional climbers eager to ascend some challenging slopes. Other popular activities include exploring the
many bushmen rock paintings and camping in some of the area’s scenic secluded campsites or rustic tented camps.

Overnight: Spitzkoppen Lodge
“A sense of place in an archaeological landscape”
The Barnard Family is honored to welcome you to Spitzkoppen Lodge. The same owners and developers of Kalahari
Bush Breaks Lodge, have the privilege to share their dream come true of an exclusive destination on the edge of the
Namib Desert, which started some 14 years ago. You are invited to indulge in the pleasure and passion for friendly
service in a relaxed ambiance.
The lodge is situated on the northern periphery of the Spitzkoppe inselberg, between huge granite boulders, which
were created more than 150 million years ago, with breath-taking views onto the Brandberg and Erongo Mountains.
The stylish, private accommodation consists of 15 spacious, tastefully furnished chalets, each with a private bathroom
and outside viewing deck, which connects the guest with the vast stretches of untouched sand and boulders beyond.
Situated on the inland edge of the Namib Desert, the climate of the Spitzkoppe Conservation Area is arid, with a
mean annual rainfall of 50mm and a high evaporation rate of 3200mm per annum. Most rainfall occurs between
January and April, and with the granite outcrops being impermeable, rainfall-runoff collects at the foot of the
outcrops creating unique micro-habitats for woody plants to grow in an otherwise arid area.
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Basis
Lunch, Dinner, Bed and Breakfast

Day 9: End of Itinerary
Day Itinerary
After breakfast we begin our journey back to Windhoek. Onroute we stop in the town of Okahandja to visit the local
craft market before we continue our drive to Windhoek.
You are dropped off at your Windhoek accommodation.
Activities
Okahandja Craft Market - South
This craft market is Okahandja’s best known tourist attraction. Woodcarvers from all over, and as far as the Kavango
Region of north-eastern Namibia, who practice their ancient skills come here to sell their goods. Since wood is not
resistant to the wear and tear of time, wood sculptures survive less well than other forms of art and are therefore an
important hidden element in the art history of many cultures. The wood-and-thatch market is situated next to the main
road at the town’s entrance and exit. Choose from a wide variety of hand-carved wooden artifacts such as animals,
bowls or jewellery boxes.

End of Safari
E

Additional Information
It is strongly recommended that you purchase comprehensive personal travel insurance before you embark on your
safari. Travel insurance is for your own protection and we consider it to be an essential part of modern international
travel. Your tour guide will do all the shopping, day-to-day organization of the safari. Unless otherwise specified, all
safaris will be conducted in English.
When selecting your clothing please be aware that Namibian summer temperatures (December - March) can reach
45*C and winter temperatures (June - September) can be as low as -5*C. The rainy season is between December and
April.
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All evening meals will be provided at the lodge restaurant unless specified differently. We cater for vegetarians, but
please notify us prior to departure.
Namibia is a low risk malarial destination, but we recommend seeking professional medical advice, enabling you to
make informed decisions on personal malaria protection.
All tap water in Namibia has been purified or comes directly from boreholes and is safe to drink. In some areas the
water can be brackish, your guide will advise you daily on this and where to purchase bottled mineral water.
Electrical plugs are 220 V and are 3 pin (round pin as opposed to square pin, the same as in South Africa). Adaptors
can be purchased in Windhoek. It is possible to re-charge batteries at some campsites.
The Namibian Dollar (N$) has a fixed 1-1 exchange rate to the South African Rand (ZAR). ZAR notes and coins are legal
tender in Namibia.
Airport transfers and pre-and-post safari accommodation can be arranged on request.
It is customary in Namibia to tip 10% at restaurants. Your guide can be tipped at your own discretion.
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